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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, PP 

SUBJECT: U.S. LAW ON HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES 

1 . LEGAL ADVISOR DABB AND FISHERIES DIRECTOR WILSON PULLED 
CHARGE 1 ASIDE AT JULY 21 RECEPTION AND SAID PNG HAD GOOD CASE 
WITH WHICH TO GO TO INTERNATIONAL COURT AND CHARGE U.S. WITH 
VIOLATING INTERNATIONAL LAW WITH RESPECT TO HIGHLY MIGRATORY 
SPECIES. CHARGE' REPLIED THAT PNG MIGHT HAVE A CASE AGAINST 

U.S. TUNA BOATS IF THEY WERE TO VIOLATE PNG LAW BUT THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO CASE AGAINST USG. 

2. ACCORDING TO DABB. IF U.S. FISHING VESSELS WERE TO BE 
SEIZED AND U.S. WERE TO APPLY SANCTIONS (PROHIBITING 
IMPORTATION OF PNG TUNA) UNDER MAGNUSON ACT, USG WOULD BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN VIOLATION OF GATT. WILSON FOLLOWED WITH ARGUMENT THAT 
U.S. LAWS ON HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES ALSO INDEFENSIBLE 
AS THEY INCLUDED TUNA BUT EXEMPTED MARLIN, ALSO A HIGHLY 
MIGRATORY SPECIES. 

3. IT OBVIOUS DABB AND WILSON FEEL STRONGLY THAT U.S. 

LAW MORALLY AND LEGALLY INDEFENSIBLE AND THAT U.S. 
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VIRTUALLY ALONE IN ITS STANCE. IT NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
THEY WILL TRY TO GET GPNG TO TAKE ISSUE TO INTERNATIONAL 
COURT OR OTHER FORUM. IN MEANTIME, THEY HAVE RECOMMENDED 
THAT GPNG ACCOMMODATE U.S. TUNA FISHERS FOR THE PRESENT. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT S 
VIEWS ON DABB S CHARGE THAT MAGNUSON ACT SANCTIONS 
ILLEGAL UNDER GATT. ALSO, IS THERE ANY SUITABLE RESPONSE 
TO WILSON'S POINT ON MARLIN/TUNA RELATIONSHIP? 

OLSON 
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